120                            A BUDGET OF PARADOXES.
lecturing. See some letters on the History of Perspective, which I wrote in the Athen&um, in October and November, 1861. Montucla, who does not seem to know the true secret of Beaugrand's greatness, describes him as "un certain M. de Beaugrand, rnathematicien, fort mal traite par Descartes, et a ce qu'il paroit avec justice."3
Beaulieu's quadrature amounts to a geometrical construction4 which gives TT= VlO. His depth may be ascertained from the following extracts. First on Copernicus:
"Copernic, Allemand, ne s'est pas moins rendu illustre par ses doctes ecrits; et nous pourrions dire de luy, qu'il seroit le seul et unique en la force de ses Problemes, si sa trop grande presomption ne 1'avoit porte a avancer en cette Science une proposition aussi absurde, qu'elle est centre la Foy et raison, en faisant la circonference d'un Cercle fixe, immobile, et le centre mobile, sur lequel principe Geome-trique, il a avance en son Traitte Astrologique le Soleil fixe, et la Terre mobile/'5
I digress here to point out that though our quadrators, etc., very often, and our historians sometimes, assert that men of the character of Copernicus, etc., were treated with contempt and abuse until their day of ascendancy came, nothing can be more incorrect. From Tycho Brahe8 to Beaulieu, there is but one expression of admiration for the genius of Copernicus. There is an exception, which, I
8 "A certain M. de Beaugrand, a mathematician, very badly treated by Descartes, and, as it appears, rightly so."
*This is a very old approximation for w. One of the latest pretended geometric proofs resulting in this value appeared in New York in 1910, entitled Quadrimetry (privately printed).
5 "Copernicus, a German, made himself no less illustrious by his learned writings; and we might say of him that he stood alone and unique in the strength of his problems^ if his excessive presumption had not led him to set forth in this science a proposition so absurd that it is contrary to faith and reason, namely that the circumference of a circle is fixed and immovable while the center is movable; on which geometrical principle he has declared in his astrological treatise that the sun is fixed and the earth is in motion."
fl So in the original.